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thing involved? Politesse stands for France and things French, and 
only a Frenchman could be expected to define it, and only that teaching 
of French can be really good which succeeds in making somewhat of this 
marvelous thing a very part of the student's actual being. 

Opposed to all this stands Deuttchtum, Kultur, G rmanism, i. e., 
those bestial acts, backed by a long-standing bestial philosophy, by which 
the world has come to know the true Germany, and knowing, hate. Is 
Deutschtum to be allowed to usurp the place of politesse among us, so 
far at least as it is to be found among us ? Worse yet, is it to be allowed 
to prevent its blessed spread? This is what will happen if the "going 
over to French " is not courageously met and checked. Upon the college 
president and school superintendent the great responsibility devolves. 
The measure of their firmness in meeting the responsibility will establish, 
individually, the measure of their intelligence and patriotism. On their 
attitude in this matter will depend much of the quality of this country's 
higher education during the next half-century. Will these men dodge 
the issue or meet it squarely? Alfrkd M. Brooks. 

Indiana University, Bloomington, Ind. 

IT MUST BE DONE 

Sir, — Just lately I have had brought before me (I am sorry to say 
for the first time) The North American Review, and I cannot forbear 
writing to you and expressing my appreciation of your admirable and 
virile articles, showing, as appears to me, a grasp of the issues before 
the peoples of the world such as I have not come across in any other 
publicist. 

But in addition to this there are the vital factors of the war, and here 
again it seems to me that you have formed a just conception of the Thing 
we are up against, of the sacrifices involved, and of the supreme end of 
your efforts, viz: to kill Germans and to exterminate the Prussian brood 
with its instincts of bestiality, cruelty and lust, and those instincts 
ineradicable except by wiping their possessors off the disfigured face of 
civilization. 

The basic mistake, which more than anything else has been responsi- 
ble for the disastrous conduct of the war throughout, has been shortness 
of view, and one therefore cannot but feel heartened to find a man like 
yourself wielding so wide an influence in your great country, bidding 
your fellow-citizens to prepare as though for a five years' war. In those 
frenzied first days of August, 1914, the present writer was but a voice 
crying in the wilderness. All our experts, economic and military, preached 
that no great Power could carry on war for longer than three months, 
and however elastic that three months became it was the will-o'-the 
wisp perpetually dancing before them, putting a false optimism into the 
minds of the people and bringing into their hearts the sickness of de- 
ferred hope. The dictum of Lord Kitchener that preparation should be 
made for a three years' war was not generally accepted, and the few in 
authority who moulded their views accordingly were held on all sides to 
have small grounds for the opinion beyond the weight of its author's 
experience and judgment. 

Under these circumstances the writer's urgent contention, from the 
first day of the conflict, that the Allied nations should give heed to the 
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teachings of history, and that a proper place to look for guidance was 
Macaulay's Essay on Frederick the Great, was ignored. It was vain to 
point to the unvarying character of Prussian policy and the House of 
Hohenzollern, from the time it first emerged from the poverty-stricken 
obscurity of Brandenburg and forced its predatory path through perjury, 
dishonor, and foul robbery to the front rank of Continental nations. 
Carlyle's insane hero-worship of a monster of iniquity has had indeed 
a baleful influence. 

But the present is with us, and it is our stern duty to remedy the 
mistakes of the past and gamer the fruits of bitter experience rather 
than bemoan mistakes that were the lot of the Great, the Wise and the 
Eminent (as Mr. Maxse sarcastically calls the politicians) in conjunction 
with the everyday citizen. It is in this respect that one feels inspirited 
by your clear and fearless glance into futurity, and the strength of your 
resolve to bring home to the American people the magnitude of their 
task, and the necessity of drastic dealing with the savage beasts that they 
have to contend with. 

There can only be one finish. Prussia must be destroyed, and the 
rest of Germany work out its redemption in sackcloth and ashes during 
long years of humility and service. It can be done, but England and 
America must take off the gloves and deal out their deserts to the foul 
savages whose crimes stink in the sight of High Heaven. 

J. Marjoribanks Steele. 

Auckland, New Zealand. 

SPREAD THE WORD! 

Sm, — The excellence of The North American Review of late, par- 
ticularly of the July issue, has moved a number to vocal praise in your 
back pages. No doubt hundreds of other readers have felt like voicing 
their appreciation. I myself feel that my debt to you is undischarged 
after having paid the price of the magazine. 

The North American Review can fairly be said to be the most 
valuable purveyor and stimulant of broad culture and sound public 
opinion in America. Every thinking man should be in touch with it. It 
is an institution of higher education. We could better spare some of our 
universities. 

The increase of its influence must be desired by every earnest man 
who reads it. The increase of its audience must increase its power for 
good. Admirers of the Review can render public service by making 
propaganda to this end. They can with perfect dignity form themselves 
into a band of discreet " boosters." They can justly take occasion to 
refer to the Review as something every thinking man should be familiar 
with. They can assume as a matter of course that an acquaintance has 
read the current number, and afiFect polite surprise if he confesses he has 
not. They can ask their friends : " Have you read what Colonel Harvey 
says this month ? " Or they can refer to the salient points of such and 
such an article. If a friend is not familiar with what they are speaking 
about, he will feel the humiliation of being intellectually out of touch, a 
position which most men will take early steps to correct. The friend 
will most likely buy the first North American Review he sees. One 
may even lend his Review to a friend once. In these and similar ways, 



